
Introduction 

 Approximately 20 out of 100,000 Americans have been diagnosed with Myasthenia 

Gravis although it is believed that Myasthenia Gravis (MG) is under diagnosed. Myasthenia 

Gravis is a neuromuscular disorder. Myasthenia Gravis means grave muscle weakness. The 

people that are affected by MG suffer from one droopy eyelid, hard to swallow food and drinks, 

a hard time chewing, slurred speech, muscle fatigue, difficulty breathing, and weakness in arms 

and legs. My dad has all or most of those symptoms. He can’t lift over like 50 pounds and he had 

to quit his job because he worked in a wood factory, you can’t take any chances with that kind of 

job. Before he was diagnosed he worked mainly from 2pm to midnight, when he got home from 

work I would be sleeping and when he woke up for work I would be at school. So I didn’t really 

know my dad in elementary and middle school because of his work schedule. I wasn’t close to 

my dad growing up and that really affected our relationship. I admit that I was kind of afraid to 

be around my dad during those years. Then when he diagnosed with MG in January 2005, our 

relationship changed. He was now at home 24/7 and it took a while for me along with my mom 

to get used to my dad being home around that much. In these past five years, my relationship to 

my dad has changed greatly, mainly for the better but I am still distant from my dad because of 

going most of my life without being around him for most of the time. The only time I saw him 

were on the weekends and holidays. This led me to the question how does Myasthenia Gravis 

affect the parent-child relationship? It led me to this question because MG did affect my 

relationship with my dad. For us it worked for the better but for some, it may not have. 


